In the title compound, [Mn(C 8 H 2 NO 6 )(H 2 O) 2 ] n , each pyridine-2,4,6-tricarboxylate (tpc) ligand bridges two Mn II ions with the formation of polymeric chains located on a twofold rotation axis. Each Mn II ion is coordinated by two O and one N atoms from one tpc ligand, two O atoms from another ligand and two water molecules in a distorted pentagonalbipyramidal geometry. 
Related literature
For the structures and potential applications of inorganicorganic hybrid coordination polymers, see: Evans & Lin (2002) ; Gao et al. (2005) ; Kil & Myunghyun (2000) . For the structures and properties of compounds containing pyridine-2,4,6-tricarboxylicate, see: Mehmet et al. (2006) ; Moulton & Zaworotko (2001) ; Sujit et al. (2004) ; Syper et al. (1980) .
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Comment
The construction of inorganic-organic hybrid coordination polymers has been a field of rapid growth in supramolecular and material chemistry because of the formation of fascinating structures and their potential application such as ion-exchange, adsorption, catalytic, fluorescence and magnetic materials (Moulton et al., 2001; Evans et al., 2002; Kil et al., 2000) . Pyridine-2, 4, 6-tricarboxylic acid (H 3 tpc) is a good building unit for constructing MOFs due to the existence of both N and O atoms in the ligands, which are used along with bridging ligand to bind metal centres, which can link 3 d, 4f, and 3 d-4f metal ions. However, there are only several of reports on the infinite one-dimensional, two-dimensional and three-dimensional coordination solids assembled by H 3 tpc (Gao et al., 2005) ; Mehmet et al., 2006) ; Sujit et al., 2004) . In this paper, we report the crystal structure of the title compound prepared from MnCl 2 .4H 2 O and pyridine-2, 4, 6-tricarboxylic acid.
In (I) ( Fig. 1) , each metal ion is heptacoordinated and exhibits a distorted pentagonal bipyramidal geometry, in which the tpc 3-ligand is bonded equatorially through the pyridine-2, 4, 6-tricarboxylic acid (NO 4 donor set), while two water molecules occupy the axial sites. Each carboxylic acid group at the 2, 6-position of the tpcH 3 ligand is only bound to one metal ion and the carboxylic groups at the 4-position adopt chelate mode. The coordinated water molecules link two neighboring one-dimensional chains by the intermolecular hydrogen bonds to form two-dimensional framework (Fig.2) .
Experimental
The ligand, tpcH 3 , was synthesized according to the reported literature (Syper et al., 1980) . A mixture of tpcH 3 (25 mg, 0.12 mmol), MnCl 2 .4H 2 O (45 mg, 0.22 mmol), five drops of EtOH, a few drops of water and two drops of hydrochloric acidsealed in a glass tube was kept at 160 °C. Yellow crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained after 4 days.
Refinement
All H atoms were geometrically positioned (O-H 0.96 Å, C-H 0.93 Å) and were allowed to ride on the parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) or 1.5Ueq(O). supplementary materials sup-2 
